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From 1 January 2019: Packaging Act replaces Packaging Ordinance in 

Germany 

 

Berlin, October 16, 2018 - The new Packaging Act (VerpackG) will come into effect on 1 

January 2019, replacing the current Packaging Ordinance (VerpackV). It substantiates 

product responsibility for packaging. All actors, including online retailers, who bring packaged 

products onto the German market, whether to protect a product, market it better or to send it 

by post (transport packaging), will then be responsible in advance for ensuring the collection 

and recycling of all related packaging materials. The aim is to protect the environment by 

reducing packaging waste and promoting recycling. This is an expression of the principle of 

extended product responsibility for manufacturers as specified in Germany and the European 

Union. 

A manufacturer is the distributor who places packaged goods on the market in Germany for 

the first time within a commercial capacity. In order to make all manufacturers meet their 

obligations, a new single national authority (Zentrale Stelle) will be established to register all 

so-called “first-time distributors”. The FBDi states expressly that without such registration, 

products may not be offered for sale in packaging that is subject to the system participation 

obligation; non-compliance with such registration could result in severe penalties.  

By defining the end consumer, this also includes deliveries by distributors (importer or 

manufacturer), for example, to universities and smaller businesses which, in terms of waste 

generation, are equivalent to private households.  

 

New definitions in the Packaging Act 

The new Packaging Act redefines certain terms: 

 Packaging subject to the system participation obligation must be licensed as sales 

and outer packaging filled with goods, the majority of which is generated as waste by 

the end consumer after use, and 100 per cent of which is to be registered and 

licensed. Compared to the Packaging Ordinance, sales packaging no longer 

necessarily has to be disposed of as waste by the end consumer in order to be 

regarded as subject to the system participation obligation. 

 In future, outer packaging will be treated as sales packaging. 

https://verpackungsgesetz-info.de/en/


 Shipping packaging is now clearly seen as sales packaging and cannot be pre-

licensed. 

 

The main objective of the new Packaging Act (VerpackG) corresponds to that of the previous 

Packaging Ordinance (VerpackV): Everyone who places packaged goods for private end 

consumers on the German market for the first time shall participate in a dual disposal system 

in order to pay for future disposal costs.  
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About FBDI e. V. (www.fbdi.de):  
The FBDi e.V. – Fachverband der Bauelemente Distribution e.V. (Professional Association of 
Component Distribution), founded in 2003, is well-established in the German association 
community and represents a large portion of distributors of electronic components with 
operations in Germany. In addition to the preparation and advancement of numerical data 
and statistics concerning the German distribution market for electronic components, work 
group engagement and reporting on important industry themes (amongst others, education, 
liability and rights, traceability, and environmental themes) form essential pillars of the 
association’s work. The FBDi is a member of the International Distribution of Electronics 
Association (IDEA).  
 
Member companies (as of August 2018):  
Members: Acal BFi Germany; Arrow Europe; Avnet EMG EMEA; Beck Elektronische 
Bauelemente; Blume Elektronik Distribution; Bürklin Elektronik; CODICO; Conrad Electronic; 
Distrelec; Ecomal Europe; Endrich Bauelemente; EVE; Glyn; Haug Components Holding; 
Hy-Line Holding; JIT electronic; Kruse Electronic Components; MB Electronic; Memphis 
Electronic; MEV Elektronik Service; mewa electronic; Mouser Electronics; pk components; 
Püplichhuisen; RS Components; Rutronik Elektronische Bauelemente; Ryosan Europe; 
Schukat electronic; TTI Europe. 
Supporting members: Amphenol FCI; Future Electronics Deutschland; TDK Europe  
 
 
Information about FBDi: 
Andreas Falke, CEO, Nassauische Str. 65 A, 10717 Berlin; a.falke@fbdi.de  
 
Media contact:      
Agentur Lorenzoni GmbH, Public Relations, Landshuter Str. 29, 85435 Erding;  
ph: +49 8122  55917-0, www.lorenzoni.de; Beate Lorenzoni-Felber, beate@lorenzoni.de 
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